elotively unknown

to many Mefbournians

Herring lsland ks an

impartant enyvironmental,
recreational and artistic space just 3km
from the city. Thie park is a haven far
nature and art lovers alike containing
indigenous vegetation, and providing
important habitat for native fauna, amd
prartheularly birds,

by first wisit to the sland was full
af mvstique and inteigue, Hosw
could o piece of land so close to the
Melthourne CRD with a freeway just
icross the fver remaln S0 remole
credting a feeling of isolaticn ancd
filled with serene, quiet beauty?
How is it possible to lose sight ol the
skascrapers and thie seamingly ever
present traffic meise of & large ciny?
A | wanderad along the pathways
gently brushing against the Bushes

Michael Hurray

Arg you looking for an arfistic
gxperience in a natural
gnvironment which doesn’t
cosl an arm and a leg this
summer? Then maybe o
shor puni ride across the
Yarra River fo Herring Island
might be |ust what you are
looking for.,

and being startled as vet-another bird
swooped across my pathway 1soon
Decame lost in my own thoughts.
It was almost as though | had been
transporked to ancl her world.
Herring Lsland is alsa home toa
serles of envinonmental '-.-:".l:||rIL|.II:":.
which are scattered throughout the
park to reflect the Tsland’s tranguil
setting. The artists have focwsed upon
the historv and landscape of the
site to create sculpfunil meces froam
artural materials such asstone, edrth
and wood with cach plece betoming
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part of the landscape. [t was these
beantiful works aof art that | kad
come bosee but T had moddes that
each work would e so integral to lts
particular setting, 1 couldn't help bud
storp and touch and look and reflect
on each stone, each shape namating
It4 own story about place, location
and site. As the afternoon passed into
evening the sculptures seemed to
take on another persond and- dimen-
st wlth some emerging into the
soft Heght whilst others receded into
the shadows.

Artists of intemational standing
have contributed artworks to the park
over many vears, Most noteworthy
are the two works by the Britsh
sculpror Andy Goldsworthy, What o
thirll] it was for me to be able boin-
teract with the works of someong so
well Enown. Cther artists represented
on the Istand are Robert Bridgewater,
fulie Collins, lohn Davis, Ellen Jose,
Robert Jacks and Jill Pecks



e Of CrOldsworthy's e wer-
ognisable seulptares are ‘Calm” sl
“skone House'. Both are located in
the only natural valley on the Bland
The first work is construched from
Castlemalne slate and oslébrates his
jorriey o Melbourme and his i
of this particular site, Goldswoartin
traditionally works with natural
materials, such as leaves, sand, oe
anl stone that often orginate from
the local site, He-aims to understand
nature by directly participating
with the environment and by
using the materials which nature
provides, Goldsworthy regards his
creatlans as transient ancd r||_"|l.*rr||-r.|l
photographing each work wpon
completion,

His second work is titled “Stone
House™, It was made rom Dunkeld
sandstone and fram s responsie to
the site and objects found there. The
Artist believes this work i3 Mmoot pow-
erful when viewed from a distance,
and that it emphasises the sense of
discovery and conceatment that an
islard holds for him

Croldsworthy describes his

prar pease i making art through his
engagement with nature in the
bellowing ways “NMovement, chacge,
Hght, growth and decay are the

Eiebood of nature, the energles that
Py i tap through my work. [ need
e shock of touch, the resistance

of place, matertals and weather, the
ERrth e my sounce. MNatere s ina
seate o change and that change is
e locy' to understandang. | want
At b b sensitive and alert to
changes in material, season and
weather Ezch work grows, stavs, de-
s, Process and decay are implicit,
Trsbence in my work reflects whit 1
fnd &0 oatore”

Another beautiful and significan!
plece il '.-'.ulpll.m.' on the Isiand was
jointly created by the Aboriginal
and Torres Stralt islander artist Elien
Jose and Woumandjerh Tritaal Eldér, loy
Murphy. Titled Tanderrum’ (mean-
ingr "Coming together’) they have
imagined & vision for the creaton of
Hight, Tanderram’ brings together
concepts of pride. culture and spint,
and symbolises the coming ogether
of the Rulln natlon as one people
Aborigitial culture emplasises the
land, water and skv as central to the
spirit of the Austzalian landscape and
part of the living spirttual domain
Constructed of Mt Willlam green-
stone, Castlemainge slate, and redbax
(the woad). The greenstone was used

tor axe-heads by Aboriginals prios (o
the agelval of Europeans in Australia.

For me Herong 1sland offered
uniguee, accessible artistic experlence
with no one to tell me ‘Don't touch
please” and *Stand back from the ex-
hibit please’. The works arg so tactile
in thelr constructlon that they Invite
boith srmall and large hiarkds to reach
cast arnd touch and enjoy,. | nvite
v to download a map from the
Herrimg Island website, pack a plenic
lunch and blanket or make wse of the
Barbeques and prepare yourself for a
unigue artistic experience. Although
It Iva retatively small space allow suf-
bcient time to follow the pathways
and to Indulge In gulet reflection
with each piece of sculpture, the
plants and abundant blrd Ufe before
fnally making your way Beck o the
punt. W

Enddmioties

" Andy Coldswarthy

weany, maming-earth.ongd
ARTISTSMATURALISTS AN _Caldsworiiny.
Itml
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Michae! Murroy is a practising artist in
hethourme and weas a member of the
Editorial Committee for this edition,
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